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Col G, F, Iillards
1., The lst Bn 2nd Basak Inf Regt, Lanao Military Sector, Fighting
Bolo Bn Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of

approximately 587 members, has not been favorably considered. No members
have previously been recognizeds

2, Thig unit doeg not fulfill the requirementsd the five basic
points for recogmta.on. (See attached Team Leader!s Report)

3. No useful purpose will be accomplished by further investigation
of this unit,

4. There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful
that any casualties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit,

Quledt L Mor v
Capt R, L. MOrton ¥

Gonours Mado A fentzell
Actg, Chief, Unit Branch
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Report on the Lenzo Militery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bettalion

Unit, United Stetes Army Forces in the Philippines

1, The following report conceins tho overell commsnd of the
Lengo Militery Sector, Fighting Bolo Bettslion Unit, United Steteos
4rmy Forces in the Philippines, consisting of epproximetely 128
diffcrent units. & particl list of the lerger units are listed
eph 3 bolows The Lanco Hilitery Sector, TFighting Bolo

it, (114, FLDU, IP), is also known ss the "FMight-
pons Division¥ end the "Fighting Blood YWeepon Divi-
avestigetion of the unittin the field wes not
necosscry or desireble, but the conmending
rsons heving pertinent knowledze of the unit's
E i ere contzeted cither personelly or by correspondence,
The ststenents of those contectod, cnd & complete study of the
records of the unit, ero reflected in the findings,

2, & fow of the subordinste units of the Fighting Blede
ioepons Division hsve becn previously end scperstely not fevor-
ebly considered for recogniticn by this hcedquerters, It wes
considered ct thet time thot those units verc only indepcndent
"Bolo Units", %uhen this oversll commsnd wes studicd, thosc units
were included for rcconsiderztion. This report will support the
previous discussion 6f thusc subordinscte units of the Fighting
Blade Tecpons Division, znd et the scme time teke into. considere=
tion the overell commend and other subordinste units of thet
comaend, now pending under roquest for recognition,

3+ The following is ¢ perticl list of subordinctc units
comprising the Lenco lilitery Scetor, Fighting Dolo Bettelion
Unit, United Stctes srmy Forces in the Philippines:

nt
nt
nt

First Coastal Regi

Forth Cocstzl Rogin
First Boloe Regiment

Third Bssck Rogiment

First Uncyan Regiment

First Sepzrate Regiment

liestcrn Lengo Troop Movement
Uplend Infsantry Reginent

Wiestern Lenzo Seperste Speciel Dn
Bolo Bettelions

Sepercte Debtelions and Compenios
Spoeicl Dettelions end Compenics
Attached Dettrlions and Compenics
Provisionel Bettszlions
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ba ALLEC? HISTORY:

&¢ Prior to the errivel of the Jepenese inveding Forfes
on Mindeneo, Brigadier Genersl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lanao Militery Soctor, orgenized the "Bolo
Battelion," for the purpose of &lding the 8lst Division., The
missions of the Bolo Battslion were zs followss

(1) Guerding the beaches in order to give
timely warning in cese of cnemy lendings,

(2) Zcting zs Labor Bettelions when so desired,
(3) Ouerding bridges end roads.

(4) Guarding ammunitions, supplics snd other
militery installetions,

(5) Suppressing fifth column sctivities.

bs The "Lanso Military Sector! was divided into four
units., Eech unit wes composed of seversl groups or compznics,
&s meny &s there wore municipelitics or municipel districts in
the unit. Each group or compeany wazs commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Meyor of tho municipzlity or municipal dis-
trict, end two other lesders selected from the group or company.
Each Bolo Battalion Unit was commended by & Unit Commender; the
four Bolo Battalion Units which comprised the "Lenao Militery
Sector" were commended by Sector Commender, supposcdly an
officer of the USLFFE,

Ce On 21 Mey 1942, six dsys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, Genersl Fort ordered Datu Busrsn Kelew to
teke comnend of the entirec Blade Wezpons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extended elong the cosst from
Iligan to Cabueno Berrscks =nd on the Leke=Shore of Leke Lanso,
On 27 Mey 1942, the 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, &nd throe
deys later Detu Busran Kalaw reorgenized the Bolo Battalions,
"To this orgenizetion, everybody wes permitted to join-members
of the former Bolo Battelions, ox-USAFFE, Civil Government
employces" - Numérous companics, bettelions cnd regiments were
orgenized, until gll the regions of Lenao, not occupied by the
Jepanese werc covered, The orgenization was partly completed on
31 fugust 1942, and consisted of epproxinstely ten (10) regiments,
several seperate, specizl provisional, combzt, and att&chgd
battalions end compenics, with & totel strength of approximctely
35,000 officers znd men.

de The activitics of thc unit consisted primerily in
continuing .civil and militsry government end the cere and
protection of civilisns, 4 fow cleimed skirmishes with the.
Japencse cre discussed in morc deteil in the findings of this
Teport,

)
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6s On or gbout December 1942, Lt Col Hedges, com: ending
officér of the 108th DiVision, 10th MD: begzn to ol;gaz’zige?lthel il
Moros into the Meranso Militis Forces, (MMF), Datu Busran Kelew
end epproxinctely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battslion Units wore
inducted into this unit; and wore subsequently recognized ss the
ligrenzo Militie Force (IEF) of the 108th Division, 10th lilitery
District.

£, For further infermetion rel ting to the alloged
history of the Lenazo Militsry Seetor, Fighting Bolo Battaiion
Unit, United States irmy Forces in the Philippines, see atteched
unit files,

&e The following persons were intervicewed or questicned
by letter end their stotements are rofledted in the findings:

Gen Czlixto Duque o o o o o

D C/S, HP4, formelly C/S

8lst Div, US FFE

Datu Busren Kalew . , CO, LIS, FBBU, USiFIP

Col We Wo Fortlg o ¢ o o o & CO, 10th Militery Dist

Zdward HMe Kuder o o £n imericen educstor in

Leneo

G-2 of Bolo Battelion

Hember of unit, lszter

Jjoined IIF, recognized

with 10th HD

Datu liangode Meulsnz o+ o o . licmber of unit, but docs

not know position
u nw

.
.
.

.
.
.

Datu Mengoda o o o o 6 o
Lt Maniabs 2gusm 4 o o o

.

Mene Komeyct G
Detu Derengina Di
liejor Fo Me

CO, Diemze Islem Unit

CO, Philippine Militie
Forces, and leter recog-
nized with IMF

Federico Selenet o o o o o o ! 1 LG Rl
ligjor Gebcl o o « o o o o o o Ex O to G-4, HP4, formelly
4 0/8-G-2, 8lst Div, USAFFE
Recognized lMoro with 10th
LD

Henber of Philippine Mili-
tia Forces of Mindznso &
Sulu

.

.

intonio Pace o o o o 6 0 o

.

Zlfredo Quilban o« o o o o o

b, Records of service were not substzntizted by sufficicnt
&cecptable evidences The Laneo Militery Sector, #30U, US-FIP, end
its subordinate units, as presented for recognition, wzs not in any
sensc & well~orgenized guerrille unit, Prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, tho Bolo Bcttelions were used by Genercl
Tort &5 "3olo Units", "Farmer Dattclions", znd "Lebor Bettalions'.
4ccording to the "Guerrille Resistence Movements in the P{xil:ippines",
& collection of nonogrephs previously publishoed by thg ?hlllppina
Sub-Section, G-2, Genersl Hozdquerters, Southwost Pacific .ros, tho
lioros werc under their own lezders, but hed been peid by the US-FIiB
Prior to the surrender. Dut even if they had not been oaid, their
activities would not constitute a cleim

3
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for guerrilla activitios, but rather would be & clein for pey &s
lebor bettalions in eiding the 8lst Division, Letter Order from
Generel Fort to Datu Kelew, ordering him to tske commend of the
Blede Neepon Forces does not necessarily prove thet the unit con-
tinued &5 & well-orgenized unit, The Guerrille Resistence Move-
nent in the Philippines (extract zs Inel 1) end letter from Col,
We Wo Fertig, (Incl 2) stete thet when tho Jepanese invading
forces lended at Daveo the Moro Force dissclved rapidly, and
thet the sctivities ageinst the cneny &5 clzimed by the Lenso
Lilitery Sector, after the surrender of the &lst Division werc
not the sctivities of the Blade Wespon Units, but &« genersl and
spontancous uprising of the pecople. The records of the unit,
such zs Genercl Orders, S-1 Repcrts, snd S-2 Reperts, consist
primerily of promcticn pepers of the members of the unit, Pro-
notions vere mede periodicelly, Eech month nost officers wore
promotod to one higher renk,

co The unit wes not mzinteined setisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 Mey 1942 the
81st Division, US<F7E, dominsted the srec snd subscquent to Sept
1942 the Hieraneo liilitic Forces of the 10th Hilitsry District,
e recognized guerrillz orgeznizstion of epproximstely €,000 former
nembers from the cleiment Bolo Battalions, deminsted the eroc.
Hesistence cctivitics sgeinst the Jzpenese during the 3-months
period between thesec detes consisted of en uprising of the
people of Lenao, acnd not in guerrille activity by the LUS, ¥IDU,
US:FIP, The statements of guerrille lceders, zs discussed in
percgrephs 5i, 5j, 5k, indicete thet the Dolo Batteclions was not
naintsined after the surrender of the 8lst Division.

de sctivities of the unit did not contribute natericlly
to the eventuzl defest of the cnemye. The "Guerrills Resisteznce
Hovements of the Philippines", brings to the sttenticn that the
lioros were neither & vzlucble slly nor & dengerous encmy. The
principel elzim for rocogniticn by the LS, FBU, USiFIP, is
based upon two locsl bzttles with the Jepencse in Scptember znd
October 1942, The Diemas Islam Unit, & bitter foe of Kelaw,
under Detu Dismpusn, clso cleims credit for thesc ongegements, cs
indicated cbove snd by incls. 2 cnd 3, written by individusls
having personszl knowledge. These bsttles can not be cccepted as
the ectivities of this or sny other orgsnized gucrrille unite
The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, USFIP, is thercfore cleining
ectivitics which were executed by the initistive of a rescntful
end angered tribe, rethor then by their units,

6. 4 dofinite orgcnizstion wss not osteblished. Prior
0 27 liey 1942, Detu Busren Kzlew wes an intelligence sgent of
the 81st Division, US.FIE, ond during the tor months of the
sane yosr he beccme & member of the Marenso iilitis Force, .OffLCch
end enlisted men of the Lenso Militery Sector, FUUU, LLS, lived
With their femilics end supported them by means of normel civilian
pursuits throughout tho occupetion. Practiczlly ell of the batta-
lion conmander; end renking officers on the rester of
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this unit were mayors of the verious towns or hold other political
positions durinég the Jepenesc occupetions The members of the un;t
who were int(.r‘.rlc.zwed, ith the exception of tho lecdors cculd not
give their positions within tho verious units cnd most of them
steted thet therc wes very little orgenizztion vithin the unit,

f. idequete rocords worc not meinteined. lenthly rosters
eppointnent end pronotion pepers, detod bzck es fer es 1942, were g
submitted as recerds; but en exeminetion of thesc pepers shéwed
thet most of the monthly rosters were mzde et onc tine, using
cerbon pepers end lecving the detes blank, so thet the date could
be pleced in lster. Furthernmore the peper used did not show the
weer and teer of peper thet head beon used since 1942,

ge Unit aid not show sctisfectorily continuity of seti-
vity and orgenizetion, Coloncl We We Fertig, comnending the 10th
IiD, stctes thet this unit did nothing to stop the Jepenese (Sce
Incl 2) advance snd vwere more hermful then helpful to the USAFET.
"The Guerrilla Resistence Ilovement in the Philippines®, supports
this stotement of unsatisfactory continuity of activity end orgeni-
zetion by declering thet the Norc forces dissolived rapidly aftor
the Jepencse lended in Dzvecs The unit could not show sny con-
clusive supperting evidence which would susteain their clsins of
activity subsequent tc the surrcnder of the 8lst Division.

h, liembers of the unit did not devote their entirc effort
to militery activitics in the ficld to the exclusion of normal
civilian occupction end femily obligstions. The mombers of “the
unit helding politicsl positions, such as msyors, continued to ro=
mein in office during the Jcpenese occupction. i‘hc nenbers of the
unit who were common fzrmers cnd lsborers continucd their normel
pursuits,

i. ittached horcto, &s inclosure 2, is the first indorse-
ment, deted 15 Jenucry 1947, from Colonel Wendell Fertip in enswer
to letter from this hozdqusrtors requesting informetion regerding
the Fighting Dlede VWespons Unite Colonel Fortig, formerly with
Generel Fort, leter beceme commending officer of the 10th lidlitery
District, In his indcrsenent Colonel Fertiy cmphssized that the
Blede Veapons Unit (rlso known as the Lenso Militcry Sector, FIBU,
USAFIP) did nothing to stop the Jsp advence and contributed no-
thing to the resistance prior to the surrender. He further stectes
thzt the period from the surrender to the orgenizetion of the
Merenco Militis Forces. on Docember 1942 wes one of non-resistence,
except for the resistence of z group of Moros under Meneleo Men-
delingo, whoso nrme is not included as one of the lecders of the
Lango lilitery Sector, FBBU, USFIP, whereas he is recognized es tho
Tegimentel commender of the 127th Rejiment, IMF, 10th MD. Colonel
Fertiz further stetos thet the encounter between the Jepenese and
the Moros wes occesioned by e gonersl uprising of the people and
N0t by the Blade Wecpons Units. Col. Fertig recommends thst tho
Blado Wozpon Units and associcted units in the province of Lanco
be not recognizeds
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je attached herewith zs inclosurc 3, ise memo to Lt
Col Sheftoc, former Chief of Guerrills iffsirs Brench, from
Edwerd M. Kuder regarding the Bolo Battalions under Busrsn Kelsw,
(It must be noted thet the "Diame Islem" unit mentioned in his
report is not & part of the Lenso Militery Sector, FLBU, USLFIP)
Yr, Xuder wes en imericcn educstor who had spent yoecrs educeting
the lioros before the war znd who later becemo Dircctor of Civil
Affeirs for Lenco under Colonel We W, Fertig, This memo indi-
cated thet the Lanso Militery Sector, FDBRU, USiFIP, is ¢ ree-
keteering orgenization, which hesd inducted practicelly all of its
members into the unit during the yeors 1945 cwnd 1946, cnd thot
the leaders have beon collocting fees from the members inducted,
Mr. Kuder hes full knowledge of the cctivities of Lenco, during
the occupetion, end he rccommends thet this unit be refused recog=
nition completely.

ko <+ lottor "To Whom It Msy Concern®, from Genersl
Calixto Dugue formerly Chief of Staff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE),
and &t present Deputy Chief of Steff, ‘rmy of the Philippincs, wrs
prosented &s supporting cvidence of Kelew's cctivities. On inter-
viewing Generzl Dugue, he steted thzt he hed been with the 8lst
Division until the surrcnder and wes then prisoncr of wer in
Mindanco until Jenuery 1943, He ccknowledges the cppointment of
Datu Busren Kelew cs specizl zgont of the G-2 Section 8lst Division,
but he did not know of cny of Kalaw's activities after the sur-
renders He further stated thot the Moros of Lenco werc very
destructive after the surrcnder of the 8lst Division, He asserted
thet the lMoros hed cmbushed some of the USAFIE membors of the 8lst
Division while thoy werc esccping to the hills, He clso clained
thet thero wes no orgenizstion of the lloro people end thst they
were a grest hindrence to the people of Lonzo, cspecially the
@hristians, for the lioros had attacked verious Christisn barrios,
hed reped znd killed the inhcbiteznts end hed looted housess
Generel Dugue hed hezrd of the defost of the Jrpecnesc at Teparen,
but he did not know how it wes accomplishede

1. in affidavit from Major Dominsdor Gereis, fornelly £C
of 8, G-3, 8lst Infentry Division, USiFFE, wes forwerded es ovidence
of the cxistence of the Bolo Battslions. when interviewed, Mejor
Garcis steted thet he know nothing of the ictivities of Kelaw, or
the Bolo Battclion, after tho surrcnder of the 8lst Division,

ne itteched hercwith s inclosure 4, is ¢ con.fidcntic_-,l
report from Operctive Number one, Intellijence Section, M?G, Pi,
Leneo Province, Operctive Number, Lt Menioba sguem, & nztive of
Lanao end former member of the DBolo Battzlions, letor became o
member of the laranso Militic Force. It is noted, that within the
report, Lt Awmuan brings out the feet thet eftor tho»surrcndor of
the 81st Division, neny of the members of the Bolo Bettclion be-‘
cene Colleborstors, infemous lootcrs, robbers, bendits, etc., while
others continued their normal pursuitse. He further stctes that
the roster end orders submitted to this hecdguerters were cnte-
dated, end thet the cedre of the Bolo Bcttelion cro members of the

¢zdy recognized Meranzo liilitia Forces.

6
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; n. Datu Derangina Diampuem, a non-rocognized guerrilla
leader, vho ad operated in Lanao. cleims that Datu Ealew had

never hsd an organizod unit aftor the surrendor of the 8let Divie
sion, o further statod that Kaiow is veing the Bolo Batialion

o¢ & money-neking proposition, in that, he is charging bho mems
bors for tholr mombership. Datu Darangina Diampuan also elaims that
tae lovos of the former Jolo Battalion under Kalaw were mere des
trustive during the Japane@o occupation than they wers construssive.

0. It should be emphasizod that the Moros of Lanso were
organizod into th anad Nilitie Forno, with a strength of
imtely 6,000 or=. Tho Mara1zo Militia Force was re s
e 10%h Military District as part of the 108th

cognition of the Maranmo Militia Forco

optamber 19 s Tecognition and rovi-
s adograto and just recognition of military services
the lorog of Zenao to the wver effort.

P Mo usefil purpose will be
tigation of this univ.

rved by any further invess

9. There ars no sndividual members worthy of recosnition

with the exception of thosn alroady resognized with the Maranho
1itia Forco. Although sume casualtios are clairod in the rTostors,

1% is assumd that these cesualtics occurred in tho goneral wup-

Tising of the people, and not as mombors of an organized wiit,

Those cesualties or thoir heirs mey contimue to submit individual

Tequest for casualty recognition.

6, BOLITICAL ASPECTS: lost of the leading figures in the sub-
mitied rosters arc politicel aspirants, indicating that the \mit_
may be used to support these politiciens in their attempts to gain
office,

7. EXCOMNDATION: Tt is recommonded that the Tanao Military
Soctor, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
oo Fhilippinos, othorwise known as the Fighting Blade Waapons
Division, be not favorably considered for recognition,

Gt L

ROBERT L. HORTON
Captain, ora

Seo imcls £4104 v/ Toan Leader's
EBeport in Gap,
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Extract of Gucrrills Resistance Movements in the Philippincs

Tho Moros and the Mavanao Militis Force: The Moro pro-
blems on Mindanao have long been & source of discontentpigd
unrest. The Moros are & distinct Mohammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zame-
boanga, the southern half of Lanao Province and scross Cota-
bato to the Devao Gulf. The Meranao (Lenao) Moros are per=
haps the bravest, proudest and the most intelligent of the
Philipnine Moro groups: Marenao (Lanao), Meguindanao (Cota=-
bato) and the Tao-Sugs end Semals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
tclligence, couwr~ge and pridc, however, do not make the Laneo
Moro elthce & v: le elly or a dengerous cnemy. His intel-
ligence is 1 3 7 cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. T dore pas iittle respcet for the Christian
Filipino and may always be antzzonistic towsrds him.

Moro wi.lleges erc smell, usually built up around a farm-
ing compunity, and t irhabitents are usuelly rclated to
.each other.  Whilc ce community is loyal to its own leader,
the lceders of these inter-rclated communitics form as asso=
ciation and have @ group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders ere loyal. For the past forty yeers Moros have
been under the control of the Philipoine Constebulary, but
most of the Moros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their eas and were frce to rob and murder groups
less powerful t themsclves, With any reléxing of police
authority meny of thcm soon rcturn to their ancient customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
lcaders,

»

To prevent bloodshed botween Moros and Christiesns, np
Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and
none lived in Bukidnon, During thc chaos following the sur-
rcnder, Moros came down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christians. MOKGAN's retaliatory
mcasures were so violent, however, that the feelings of the
Moros were aroused morc than cver, and it has been only with
considecrable care thet the support and neutrelity of the Mo-
ros was maintained., In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christizn deres set foot now &s a result. ;

In January 1942, when it became .evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Jepa-
nese invasion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by orgenizing and placing thousends of
Moros in holding defensive positions elong key highways in
the southern part of Mindaneo. He organized the Moro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros ermed with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by US&FFE. They
had little time for training end when the Japenese landed
in Davao, the lMoro force dissolved rapidly. Many prominent
#oros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla sffairs in Laneo and Cotabato.

Lt, Col. HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 ~ January 1943, He collccted most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The eerly leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activitics were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem=
pered young loro; Busran KALAW of Momungen; Datu LaGUINDA
of Ganassij Joseph S.NGUILLA of Mumay and Medalum; and Datu [
BUNTALIS of Masiu. ;

o AL

(Inel 1)
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By late 1942 the Moros hed collected a fairly large
number of Wweapons. Lfter the currender they ransacked the
battlefields gsd waylaid civilians and former USAFFE soldiers
for weapons. The threat to the guerrilla organization wes
real. The efforts of Busran KALAW, MINDALANO, the Sultan of
Gonessi and many others to bring the Moros into line is & mo-
numental tribute to their respect for the American people.
They were supported in their efforts by very small allotments
of arms and supplies from the guerrilla headquarters. The
one time location of the District Headguarters in L-anaso ~nd
the presence of guerrilla leaders {such as Lt. Col., HE
and lMr. KUDER) who knew the Moros weil, were fortunate
this connectinii.

For political reasons the Mara
tained as a serérate per® of the 100th Division, &
bebly the besu armeC single group guerrillss on ilir
The presert organiz on and strength of this force i
lows:

rao Militia For

124th Hegt, i, Hq Fupagon, Lanao Off EM
C0: Capt. Macaurog ARUMPAC =56 1,538
126th Regt, MiF
C0: Haj. Busran KALAW 118 1,124
127th hegt, i, now sicging Malabang
C0: Capt. Manalao MINDALANO 73 788
128th Kegt, MMF, now sieging lMalabang
€0: M2j. Anonngo BAGUINDAALI 100 951
129th hegt, MUF, Hq Taraka, Lanzo 78 1,202
1st Prov. hegte 63 928
2nd Prov. hegt. 53 533
2nd, 4th, 6th 8th Separzte Battalions UL 1,470
5 Separate Companics D! Q
Total 597 3,841

Lt. Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-ioro mestizo and pre-war ma-
yor of Melabang, has been responsible for orgerizing
resistance south of Malabang on the Lanao coast.
tected the Christians and has kept on gooud terrs v
panese to obtain supplies. KALAW 5 a native cf Mo
Lanao, was mayor of lomungan &t oulbreak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanao. ‘e is an associc
MOKGAN, and actively resisted the vipanese sirce 1©
DALANO is an cx-school inspector, clever and courage
hot tempered. He wes the first to fight the Japanc
the USAFFF surrcnder. GORUMPAC was mayor of Lumbater::
a little politico, a good manager and belongs to th.
order., BAGUINDAALI is populer as one of the first lLox
rilla leeders.

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 4

g5 T :\/' g
BrROTICY SRSt
1st Lt., Inf., AUS =

Chief, kecords Section
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SUBJECT: "Blade Veapons Divisiont

3

The Cownamg General, ARVESPAC, APO 707,
. Fer!

Erom Co. Wendo:
% Fat Fitzsinons Cen Hospital, priirs

Denver 8, Colorado,

1, Corditiors have not changed since

. I wrote ny letter of 28

Nar 46, thia sare gonerzl subject, and T will relteraty (i 3

tion sam.smed 1. that let {Incl 3). Thoretcve in Ty ovinion this
ivities fuhm.m" the

Crgenigation of azy Platriot on 16 Sept 42, A1) pow who
assisted 1y wmit s heve been included in Teguar
¢ Tucogniaeds Tiaa the Blege Wieapon units
m excent f'or servicos rendercd he,weax« the ot of their
e e e e 16 Sept 42,

That period comtrises two peneral but diverse phasss. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindasao campaipn prior
to tho surronder of Genoral Fort and his forces on 29 fuy 42, Der
the imesion pericd = April 30 = 4 May 42 - while I vos actusily o

General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gainod fron
‘the Blade fieapon wnits which he had organis od: Ihis holp wea not forth
coning, THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAF ADV. Tihon the e
followed ancr 4 liy 12, the Noros ongaged. In wide scale Loo

Ty 12, th a1 Oherles "Snith, CE (thon o civilian em—lcyae of the usEn)
steted that General Fort vas forced to survender sinc T

storos and ammunition had been looted by the Lanao Moros. From ovidence,
which I believe vas conclusive, tho Blade Woapen wnits contributed
nothing to the resistance causc during this first phase.

Tho secord phase of inertia that ortented from 29 lay 42
until 16 Sept 42, wes one of quictness excopt fov the combim

tance of Janalao Nendalinao (Now Reprosetative fron Laia

ippire Legislature) and his group in con; Zen

The Japs failed to win this group.
were wiped out on tho east shore of Lok
goneral uprising of tho peoplo and nct

L, CONCLUSTON AND RECO
problen s made durirg “he occupati.
denco that the Blade Raon n1its c
resistance movement. [ is th
tod wnits in the province

Wendell W Ferbig
closel G2

Cory Reproduced - 16 April 1947

/FROTACI0 c«sg @

1st Lt Inf,, 4us
Chief, Rueords Section

(Incl 2)
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Manila
9 June 1946

MENO for Lte Col Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affair Divisi
AFWESPAC, on Lanao Guerriliag, £ laay

THE DIAMA ISIAM

This is an organization which deserves considerable credit
for providing the blg impetus that turned most of the Larao koros
against the Jups, 1

I was in Larao, with' the Morog and the guerrilla moveme:ns
from the moment the Japs invaded Lanao, April 29-30, 1
Sept 29, 19.3. I wos never in Japs hands, but had to
for hustralia by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to i

Hence, although I did not see the fights the
up, in fact wes about 50 kilometers awey, still I
reports of it within two days afterwarc, and observel ! R
province rang with the exploit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the
were stirred up and inspived by it.

It is true there had been encounters ard ambushes pr
this, but this was the first big pitchcd battle. The spi
vwhich the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out, all but o
made an enormous impression on everyone including the Ja
intelligence at that time indicated that they asked for
sions for Mindanao, one for Lanao alone and the otker fo
of the islend, I do not think the Jap force was so large
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the number of dead
times with people who counted the corpses at the time, figure
I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some Filipinos, used
as cargadors by the Japs, who were eaught in the circle of fioe,
The Moros did mot bother to count them,

After this disaster the Japs bombed the whole east s«
the Lake, where the fight occured (Tamparan) for nearly a
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, other tried again in mid-
1942, This time they came with around 500-600 troops, in
using the road around the north end of the lake.

They were again attacked by the Diama warriors and this %ime
did not try to stand their ground, but fled to a wooded hill, Jcsing
some of their trucks in the proczsse At the hill, they were shle
to rally and hold off through attackers until the latter's amm ai-
‘tion ran low, and until reinforcements came to enable them:to rotreat,
The Moros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimed heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded away, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3
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roport This Teport put the Jap total casualties at under a hundred,

Bub the Japs never came back, and never s
dnterior of lamao, although thoy maintaingy
lan by virtue of tho highway to Lligan, asd
‘the Lake, fron Densalan,

goin patrolled in the
their garrigon at Dansa-
at Ganassi by means of

hus, Within f4vo months after Gorregider, the interiar country
s aoi s xoed of tho Japs and Temined fres, Thid e o Topark-
stle achievencrt and 4s duo largely to tho Disna Talis.

Since the Japs nover returned they had no moe fighting to do,
but 612 guars the lako o yrevent supp:

ies from reaching the Japs.

4o o Dlama Tslan was self-supporting in the vay of food, guns
£ ammntloy, muy of tte members fow econemts proymice fup strong

benco § ° Jarendo Militia Force under Col, Fertig, some monthn
later, Jor the sak f better pay and supply,

Pride, rorhaps misplaced, kopt tho others from joining and hold
$hem to sonething of & hone guard crganization.

Yot it mst not bo forgotten that they battlod and bost the

even started, and it must also be realized bhat
ped it mot bean for the boatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Fertigts initlelly puny organization would in all 1likolihees fave
been crushed,

The Disra Islen rendered a real service,

Their leador claims 4,599 men on his roll. Fersonalt hink
Ihis 4s groatly exaggerated. I don't believe they comld
have more than 2000 mon, This jibes well with tho popule: .
for that area, but,, knowing as I do how factional the Nores
&xeng thenselves, I would examino even that figure with ca

I bolicle the Diama Tslam is cntitled to some rocognisim after
carcful investigation,

The Bolo Battalion, under Busram Kalaw

za
40,000 memborg why could it nevor closo that voad, nor take the Jap
Qutpost of 20 men guarding the Fantas bridgo, whon batwoon 1000 and
2000 Dism Iglam could beat the Japs so badli in +ho Diasa's homo
territaryy

Pago 2 of Incl 3
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Busran Kalaw, the Bolo Battalion leader » may claim credit for
the Diama Islem's exploit at Tamparan, Tt may be true that he was
thore, but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran into the Diama,

Busran never got closer then 5 kms to the Japs, and I never
saw him with as many as 200 men, although I saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times,

There was a real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort be-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never excecded 5,000
men and virtuelly all of these joined the MWF under Fertig.

After Fort's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalaw
tried to stir vp rosistance against the Japs, but he had a follow-
ing only in his own arca, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
lanso, He could not possibly have had one thousand men,

It was not until late 1945 and now in 1946 that so meny mem-
bers were "enlisted" in their ocutfit, It has much racketeering in
it, with contributions collected from the members to pay for pre-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismal presents to its leaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" ete, As it stands now it
is 99 fake, One of its officers a "major" or "Lt, Col." Buleg
langobara, wag actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
rols.

I would turn this outfit down, cold and completely.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Edward M, Kuder
Actg, Div, Supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex«Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lanao under
Col W, We Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947

e ,M,:J 74
rdSir oy 2L 1
‘BichicTo Gaging = ¢4 ¢
st Lt Inf,, AUS

Chief, Records Section
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COTENTIL
Subjost: Folo Bettalion, History of (Lamo Provinec)

10+ PP, Taneo Prov, ¥R, PA - 470 159

Telrly rollable If not very ecourato story of the history of the

ereanization in Lanzo, is hore, submitted by this
S R o foa. “y Bor selfishness, neithor for eggrandizement,
but as irtelli 111

pinc
. AT1 not cely het s e
210, but w11l in ono way guide LFHESHES o Tecompense
mtricts,

Some where in the lster pert of Docerber 1 941, letters from the
Provinelal Governor voro scnt to 11 Nunicipel :nd Municipel District
Itzyors urging esch Meyor t 3
Guards, To give nore inspi: nd incentives to eccorplish result
$o the meximuz the order nss propegendized thru out Lamso, that this
Voluntoor Cunxds 1s cnurcietcd by tho mest Filipino beloved Lotc Presi-
dent ¥envel I, Quezon, The Volunteor Guerd vas very successful,

Then and efterrerd some where in tho earlier pert of February 1942,
if mot Jonuery 1942, Brig Gen G2y 0 Fort, G0 of tho 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lanao Pr  cuthorized the crganizetion of the
Bolo Battalion, o hinsolr oo Fort) Eoing & good and sincere friend
%o the larenzus for mony yeers wont around the Moro villages streseing
or the dmportence of Loyalty to the gov't ono owes on alleglence, Ho
hiineel? (Gen Part) witnossed and even sworned before the Koren (Szcred
Foketedan Pitle) with neny lesding Datus thet. ther bong morbors of the
Bolo Battelion vill, in a1l noens resist the enomy, the Japanesc, and
©ven svorned Lheu they (m ‘tus) will naver surrcndcr to the Japunose if

Again Ksyor-

(D strict )‘z"orr‘ ere ma da im.»rmacn londers of their respective districts.
lieny Mloyere exd Datus verc given shot guns and even spring=field rifics

3 1:1, sz.ssi e et E‘lnidaysr. were
ok gI%n goven deye to guard at Berorao beoch, st Nalabeng, Lena

yateh end roport imreistely sny sign of Jopomiodo shipe seen’on th
Lillema By.” fiis was by rotetion. Even tcachers hosded by their District
SUBSEYSGr Serc. oo tine voLunteorcd bo guard et Barorao.

ine 0, T6Ty every Voyor, was alloved fifty (50) companions, They were
Lolne trensperteq thoro by Lrmy Trucks purposely designated for uo of tho
Bolo Bettalicn, Officers in the WSAFFE cesignod by Gen Fort to inspect,
204 ulde tho Yoro Rolo ebtalion werc e jor Susres now Goloncl, he is
eorcuhero 1.n Sulu, 1st Lieut, Memerinta Lao, now Cept, Cormonding the 64th
IP G0, Lena ; MFC, Pi, 3 Lt Noharad A11 Dimsporo now 1st Licut, Cone
redidg the gorn ¥P Co, Totno Prov, MFC  Sontos Irpericl, fow
in the 5th jory py em’u 1t Hentoyen egolaty . There of ficers perheps
o B0t kiow even tho murber. of the, Folo Bt itoiion that tize thoy vore
bending the grecozation, e Jor SEECL, 4 tizo wae the ono cpprovine
certificate of on 1mividuel recgpdndbACRARED Digtriot e
TR o g pog ATt
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History of Bolo Bn, Cont!d |

Now figuring and comparatively speaking there are 33 Municipal
pistricts in the province of Lanso and not g1l ectively organized the
nemberships for the Bolo Battalion, Tet us take for gronted that the
33 municipel districts did actively i
Battalion and agein let us not count that every district Mayor had their
fifty memberships, let us even make it 100 for each
it for 200 or 300 which is really not the truth, then of the 33 Mayors
there will be let us sey 300 for each, thus there were 9,900 members,

Now granting that there were 9,900 Bolo Bettelion, but during the
Japanese irvasion between Valabeng and Genassi there were roughly 60 Moro
Bolo Battalion members present, Heyor Suarez hed a personal knovledge

of this mumber for he was with them that night of Vay, 1st 1942,

dgain when the WEAFFE in Lanao surrendered to the Japenes on the
later parc or' May 1942 of this rough estimate of 9,900 Bolo Battalion
some of them continued to resist the enemy czlled loyal and patriots
afraid of the Koraan, some went to the Japanese as Collaborators, some
of them became famous Looters, robkers, Army murderers, bandits, kid-
naprers of Christians and Subanon on the eastern part of Zamboange, some
went as active traffickers of white slavery end while few stayed further
Japanese garrisons and devoted on farming, This was the truth of where
the Bolo Battelion went end what ecach did,

Those few who went to the mountains continued resisted the enemy did
something very splendid in stirring the minds of the Lenao Moro Public
to mention some of them, there were Datith Busran of Pelo-i, Datu Menalao
lindelenao of Uya-en, and Lumbaten, Sulten sa Ganassi the late Aguam
Dpatuan, the late Datu Laguindeb all Ganassi, Datu Ananggo Bagindali or
Ramain, Detu Beod of Pagclogan, Datu Malamit Umpa of Kapategen and some
few Detus of Temporan Districts. These Datus mentioned above really did
something in arousing the people of Lanao. This was more than 3 months
before the organization of the 10th MD under Col Fertig was orgenized and
more than 6 months before the organization of the 108th Division undcr
Col Hedges. It is further stated thet at Tamparan Districts .fter the
Temparan incident of September 12, 1942 when Japanese patrol was wiped out
entirely there wes one group there called Diama Islam who really fought
the Japanese and until now they are intact nor they were recognized as
guerrillas,

Above Datus mentioned after the 108th Division was orgenized units,
celled the Bolo Pattelion were inducted into the USFIP and therc was a
great joy for they were all happy being told by Col Hedges that they
becoms £ part of the United Stetes Army and whatever previliges given or
duc to American soldiers end officers, thcy arc also entitled. This goes
to say thot the Loyal Bolo Battalion that romeined in the mountains became
the nucleus of the Lanzo Guerrilleros. Almost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
became the Lanzo Guerrilleros under the 108th Division who were long time
Processed by the 8th 4rmy. The only outfit that did not submit for pro-
cessing becsuse they were not recognized was the Diama Islam,

Lest kgy 1945, Mayor Navarro, Imspector General of the 10th MD had a
complete ang correct 1ist of the Maranao Guerrilleros. He got more than
8,000 rop Both officors and EM. This was the whole MMF (Mranaw NMilitia
Foree) elready rocognized by the th Army since 17 April 45. This story
28 Sheaking of the real compsrison and a truth that of the more than N
8,000 Maranaog recognized guerrilleros which then 95% or 90% of them werc
the etbers of the Bolo Pattelion could be considered Bolo Bn members
from February 1942 up to the time they were inducted to the USFIP by the
SRR, 1t 9000 snd estirate fh Dicoa Toies ment fhos
3,000 the highest estimete that will only bring 12,000, Now for the

Christian Guerrilleros of Lanao meke them 4,000 or iore and Lanao will
havs about 17,009,

=
( Incl 4 )
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The Chiristlan Cucrrillcros gomuincd at that orgenised b
e ey ‘ganized ty Morgen are
El1e BoTo suppert for this dory Hr. Edvard N, Kudor the onl
dporican with the Meronaws in the mountains in 1942 son sime to asked,
Hovever, for the prosent submitted strength of
the AFVBSPAC there werc those nemos found in tre
for they vere eithor officors or BN in that oute

Bolo Pattalion to
defunct 108th Division
6.

COPERATIVE
#
EAE

Anti dated rosters ard orders, fremed up reports and ateborents
and ente-ing manes in tho 125 submitted Bolo Bn, Rosters are most

in the rostors of tho MMF now in the filos of the dofunct 108th Division,
10th 1D, Great inomally,

Note Operativo #1 i

Lt Manioba Agusm
Dept of Interior
City Hall, Kenile, P.I,

Copy Reproduced; 15 Kerch 47
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